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Family Promise changed our lives
By Charles
My family and I were renting an apartment in Waipahu
but the landlord didn’t want to extend the lease. We were
staying at a hotel until we ran out of money and were forced
to live on the streets. It was very difficult for us especially
because my girlfriend is pregnant and my children are under
the age of five. We feared being on the streets and getting into
situations that would harm my family. It was difficult and
exhausting keeping my children comfortable since we were
constantly moving to areas of the island that seemed safe. It
was hard to find an emergency shelter that could accommodate us. We needed help right away.
I had done some research on housing assistance and
found out about Catholic Charities Hawaii. They quickly
referred us to Family Promise where we received the support
my family needed. Family Promise provided my family and
me with our basic needs including shelter, meals, diapers,
baby wipes and transportation. Because of this, it was a lot
easier for my family and me to save our money. During our
stay we also had a case manager who helped out with our
budgeting and savings, setting program goals, and professional and personal goals like eating healthier and reducing
my cigarette intake. Family Promise helped us find early

intervention services through the Learning Disabilities Association of Hawaii and the Department of Education since
our oldest will be attending school next year.
We participated in a financial literacy program and
learned the importance of putting our needs before our
wants. I also learned that I needed to be more responsible
with my expenses. I learned how to budget my money, which
has helped me save money for rent and other things crucial to
my family’s well-being.
While staying at the congregations, it was nice to get
advice from other adults and listen to what they had gone
through themselves. The volunteers made our weekly stays
delightful. My children also enjoyed playing with the other
children since it was a bit difficult to make friends because of
our situation.
Family Promise has changed our lives for the better. During our stay I was able to get a full-time job as a warehouse
worker. They helped us get into a housing program and we
are moving in this week! Family Promise has empowered me
and my family to succeed so we do not experience homelessness ever again. We are very excited and grateful. I can’t wait
to have a place of my own to share with my family.
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ĞŶƚƌĂů^ĞǀĞŶƚŚĂǇĚǀĞŶƟƐƚ
Church
Central Union Church
ŚƌŝƐƚŚƵƌĐŚhŶŝƟŶŐŝƐĐŝƉůĞƐĂŶĚ
WƌĞƐďǇƚĞƌŝĂŶƐ
ŚƌŝƐƚhŶŝƚĞĚDĞƚŚŽĚŝƐƚŚƵƌĐŚ
ŚƵƌĐŚŽĨƚŚĞƌŽƐƐƌŽĂĚƐ
Community Church of Honolulu
&ŝƌƐƚĂƉƟƐƚŚƵƌĐŚŽĨ,ŽŶŽůƵůƵ
&ŝƌƐƚŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŚƵƌĐŚŽĨ,ŽŶŽůƵůƵ
Holy Trinity Catholic Church
:ĂƉĂŶĞƐĞ^ĞǀĞŶƚŚĂǇĚǀĞŶƟƐƚ
Church
,ŽŶƉĂ,ŽŶŐǁĂŶũŝDŝƐƐŝŽŶĞƚƐƵŝŶ
:ŝŬŽĞŶ,ŽŶŐǁĂŶũŝDŝƐƐŝŽŶ
<ĂŝůƵĂŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŚƵƌĐŚ
Kailua SDA Church
<ĂŝůƵĂhŶŝƚĞĚDĞƚŚŽĚŝƐƚŚƵƌĐŚ
Life Church
DĂŶŽĂsĂůůĞǇŚƵƌĐŚ
DŽŝůŝŝůŝ,ŽŶŐǁĂŶũŝDŝƐƐŝŽŶ
EƵƵĂŶƵŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶĂůŚƵƌĐŚ
WĂƌŬĞƌhŶŝƚĞĚDĞƚŚŽĚŝƐƚŚƵƌĐŚ
^ƚ͘ŚƌŝƐƚŽƉŚĞƌƉŝƐĐŽƉĂůŚƵƌĐŚ
^ƚ͘'ĞŽƌŐĞŚƵƌĐŚ͕tĂŝŵĂŶĂůŽ
St. John Lutheran Church
^ƚ͘:ŽŚŶďǇƚŚĞ^ĞĂƉŝƐĐŽƉĂůŚƵƌĐŚ
^ƚ͘:ŽŚŶsŝĂŶŶĞǇĂƚŚŽůŝĐŚƵƌĐŚ
^ƚ͘DĂƌŬ>ƵƚŚĞƌĂŶŚƵƌĐŚ
^ƚ͘^ƚĞƉŚĞŶĂƚŚŽůŝĐŚƵƌĐŚ
dĞŵƉůĞŵĂŶƵͲĞů
dƌŝŶŝƚǇDŝƐƐŝŽŶĂƌǇĂƉƟƐƚŚƵƌĐŚ
hŶŝƚĞĚŚƵƌĐŚŽĨŚƌŝƐƚ:ƵĚĚ^ƚƌĞĞƚ
tĞƐůĞǇhŶŝƚĞĚDĞƚŚŽĚŝƐƚŚƵƌĐŚ

SUPPORT
ŚƌŝƐƚƚŚĞ&ŽƵŶĚĂƟŽŶŶŐůŝĐĂŶ
Church
City Church of Honolulu
ŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŽĨŚƌŝƐƚ<ĂŝůƵĂ
ŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶ^ŽĨDĂ͛ĂƌĂǀ
ŵŵĂŶƵĞůƉŝƐĐŽƉĂů
&ŝƌƐƚŚŝŶĞƐĞŚƵƌĐŚŽĨŚƌŝƐƚ
&ŝƌƐƚŚƵƌĐŚŽĨƚŚĞEĂǌĂƌĞŶĞ
&ŝƌƐƚWƌĞƐďǇƚĞƌŝĂŶŚƵƌĐŚŽĨ
Honolulu
&ŝƌƐƚhŶŝƚĂƌŝĂŶŚƵƌĐŚ
<ĂŚĂůƵƵhŶŝƚĞĚDĞƚŚŽĚŝƐƚ
<ĂŝůƵĂ,ŽŶŐǁĂŶũŝDŝƐƐŝŽŶ
<ĂƵŵĂŬĂƉŝůŝŚƵƌĐŚ
<ĞŽůƵŵĂŶĂhŶŝƚĞĚDĞƚŚŽĚŝƐƚ
<ŝůŽŚĂŶĂhŶŝƚĞĚDĞƚŚŽĚŝƐƚŚƵƌĐŚ
>^Ͷ<ĞŽůƵtĂƌĚ
DĞǀůĞǀŝKƌĚĞƌŽĨŵĞƌŝĐĂ^ƵĮ
EĞǁ,ŽƉĞͲ<ĂŝůƵĂ
EĞǁ,ŽƉĞsŽǇĂŐĞƌƐ
^ƚ͘ůĞŵĞŶƚ͛ƐƉŝƐĐŽƉĂůŚƵƌĐŚ
^ƚ͘DĂƌŬ͛ƐƉŝƐĐŽƉĂůŚƵƌĐŚ
^ƚ͘ŶĚƌĞǁ͛ƐƉŝƐĐŽƉĂůŚƵƌĐŚ
^ƚ͘ŶŶ͛ƐĂƚŚŽůŝĐŚƵƌĐŚ
St. Anthony of Padua Church
^ƚ͘ƵŐƵƐƟŶĞĂƚŚŽůŝĐŚƵƌĐŚ
^ƚ͘>ƵŬĞ͛ƐƉŝƐĐŽƉĂů
dŚĞŚƵƌĐŚŽĨƚŚĞƉŝƉŚĂŶǇ
tŝŶĚǁĂƌĚŚƌŝƐƟĂŶŚƵƌĐŚ
tŝŶĚǁĂƌĚhŶŝƚǇŚƵƌĐŚ

It became clear something was amiss
On August 22, Family Promise held its
third annual 5K Fun Run/Walk in Kailua.
Nearly 400 participants came out to show
their support to help house more of Oahu’s
homeless families. The Pali Lions Club also
presented a $10,000 Weinberg check to Family Promise. Mahalo to our sponsors, volunteers and participants for a great day!
Family Promise of Hawaii continues its
commitment to end family homelessness. In
the first six months of this year, we assisted
130 parents and children; 100 percent of our
families have at least one parent employed
full-time; 15,240 meals were served; 5,080
shelter bed nights provided; and 19 families
have found new homes.
Recently a family in our program
reminded us that unexpected events can
drastically change the course of someone’s
life. While in our program it was revealed
that a mother was being repeatedly abused
by her husband. He thought he was clever by
not harming her while at our day center or
at a host site, however, through intense case
management it became abundantly clear that

something was amiss in their relationship.
Jamie admitted that David had started abusing her when she became pregnant with their
first child.
We released David from the program,
but Jamie and her two young children stayed.
Jamie attained a temporary restraining order
against David. In the meantime, her sister on
the Mainland purchased one-way tickets for
Jamie and her two children to come and live
with her until they could get back on their
feet. Jamie told us that she would never have
had the strength or resources to leave David
without our help.
Jamie’s account reminds us that all of our
families have different stories and have come
to need our services in different ways. Our
goal is to increase our number of host sites.
The recruitment of new volunteers continues with a capacity building grant through
Hawaii Community Foundation’s
HousingASAP program.
We truly believe that with increased collaboration we can end family homelessness
in Hawaii.

Pali Lions Club presenting the $10,000 Weinberg check.
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,ŽƵƐŝŶŐƐĞĂƌĐŚĨƌƵƐƚƌĂƟŶŐ͕ƌĞǁĂƌĚŝŶŐ
Finding a place to live is the biggest challenge the families in Family Promise face. It
takes a lot of energy and determination to
constantly look in the paper and on the Internet, call landlords and make appointments.
When they work so hard saving their money
and finally have enough to start looking for a
place, they are so eager and excited! But some
experience rejection so many times it really
takes a toll on their spirits.
I have become irritated and upset when
calling rental management companies on
behalf of our families and am told, “They need
to make three times the rent.” I say to myself,
“Who makes three times the rent in Hawaii
these days?!” It is almost too frustrating for
me to handle. I have increasingly shied away
from referring families to rentals managed by
companies like this since it seems to be a dead
end. Not to mention the families pay $25-$40
per adult just to apply and it is clearly a waste
of their hard-earned money.
When families become frustrated searching for housing, we give them as much
encouragement as we can, reminding them
that many of our families have to visit 10 to
20 rentals before they get a place. We have to
be cheerleaders to keep them motivated. And
so they keep plugging along, knowing we are
behind them 100 percent.
Because most of our families have poor

or no credit, a lack of rental history, and are
low-income, it is hard to convince landlords
to give them a chance. However, being in
Family Promise and having a social worker
who can provide a strong recommendation
really helps.
I recently talked to a property owner who
met our family and really liked them, but had
some reservations. She asked me about their
ability to pay rent on time, whether or not
they were “party-ers,” and about any domestic violence. These are very typical and valid
concerns. I was able to tell her wholeheartedly
that we have thoroughly enjoyed having this
family in our program, that I strongly believe
they will be able to pay their rent because
both parents are working, and that the father
can even do landscaping around their house
because that’s what he does for a living.
After our conversation, I had a really positive feeling that she would end up renting to
our family. I didn’t want to inform the family
because I didn’t want to get their hopes up
only to be disappointed since they REALLY
wanted this place. When I walked in to work
the next day, they excitedly told me they got
the place. It was music to my ears!
Family Promise not only gives families
that boost of confidence they need to go out
and look for housing, it also provides references they would not otherwise have.

HONOLULU CENTER
ϮϰϱEŽƌƚŚ<ƵŬƵŝ^ƚƌĞĞƚ͕
Suite 101
,ŽŶŽůƵůƵ͕,/ϵϲϴϭϳ
ϴϬϴͲϱϰϴͲϳϰϳϴ
&Ăǆ͗ϴϬϴͲϱϰϴͲϳϰϴϱ

KAILUA CENTER
ϲϵEŽƌƚŚ<ĂŝŶĂůƵƌŝǀĞ
<ĂŝůƵĂ͕,/ϵϲϳϯϰ
ϴϬϴͲϮϲϭͲϳϰϳϴ

WEBSITE
ǁǁǁ͘ĨĂŵŝůǇƉƌŽŵŝƐĞŚĂǁĂŝŝ͘ŽƌŐ

MISSION
͞dŽŵŽďŝůŝǌĞĞǆŝƐƟŶŐĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ
ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐƚŽĂŝĚĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐǁŝƚŚ
ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐŝŶŐŚŽŵĞůĞƐƐͲ
ŶĞƐƐĂŶĚŚĞůƉƚŚĞŵƚƌĂŶƐŝƟŽŶƚŽ
ƐƵƐƚĂŝŶĂďůĞŝŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶĐĞ͘͟

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT

^ƵƐĂŶƵŽǇůĞ
VICE PRESIDENT

ƌŝĚŐĞƚ,ŽůƚŚƵƐ
VICE PRESIDENT

WŽŬĞǇZŝĐŚĂƌĚƐŽŶ
SECRETARY

EĂŶĐǇŽǁŶĞƐ
TREASURER

tĞŶĚǇ^ĂŝƚŽ
MEMBERS

:ĞŶŶŝĨĞƌƌŵƐƚƌŽŶŐ
Nancy Grekin
ůůĂƌǇ<ŝŵ
:ƵůŝĂŶ>ŝƉƐŚĞƌ
ĞǀĞƌůǇDĂƌŝĐĂ
^ĂŶĚƌĂ^ŝŵŵƐ
tŚŝƚŶĞǇ^ǁŽďŽĚĂ
Sandy Toma
ƵƌƟƐĂŶĞ

STAFF
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

DĂƌǇ^ĂƵŶĚĞƌƐ
PROGRAM MANAGER

ŚƌŝƐƚǇDĂĐWŚĞƌƐŽŶ
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR

<ƌŝƐƟŶ,ĂŵĂĚĂ

DONATIONS
&ĂŵŝůǇWƌŽŵŝƐĞŽĨ,ĂǁĂŝ͚ŝŝƐĂ
ŶŽŶͲƉƌŽĮƚϱϬϭ;ĐͿϯŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶ͘
^ĞŶĚƚĂǆͲĚĞĚƵĐƟďůĞĚŽŶĂƟŽŶƐ
ƚŽƚŚĞĂĚĚƌĞƐƐĞƐĂďŽǀĞ͘

Some of our many participants during the Family Promise of Hawaii 2015 Fun Run.

EŽŶWƌŽĮƚKƌŐ͘
h^WŽƐƚĂŐĞ
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Remember ...
It’s easy to donate to Family Promise
of Hawaii through Aloha United Way

www.familypromisehawaii.org
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