
My two children and I moved to Oahu from the 

Big Island last October after their father and I sepa-

rated. When we came here we were homeless, living 

in our truck in front of my Auntie’s house. It was a 

struggle. I worried constantly. What will we eat? Will 

we be safe tonight? 

I also had thoughts weighing on me that I would-

n’t find housing, or if I did that I wouldn’t have the 

money for the first month’s rent and security deposit. 

It was really hard to save money living the way we 

were. I was blessed to have employment just a week 

after moving but it still was hard to meet our needs. I 

continued to search for work that would provide fi-

nancial security. I had two part-time jobs and still 

wasn’t able to save money. 

My mom told me about Family Promise after a few 

months of being homeless. I was nervous and scared 

to enter the program. But I was assured that my fears 

were understood and that my family would benefit 

greatly by being participants. We needed the help so 

we entered the program. 

The first night, Family Promise provided us with 

pillows, towels and toiletries. The church we stayed at 

was warm and welcoming. My fears quickly dissipated 

as we experienced the genuine care and understand-

ing from the volunteers as well as the Family Promise 

staff. While in the program our basic needs were met. 

Family Promise provided basics such as toothbrushes 

and deodorant. They also offered donations they re-

ceived and I was able to get clothes for my children as 

well as for me to wear to work. Not having to worry 

about buying hygiene items I was immediately able to 

save money. 

We spent our Saturdays at the day center where 

we could wash our clothes and have a comfortable 

place to relax. As the program required, we met with a 

caseworker and established goals to save money and 

obtain housing. Through these meetings I was able to 

meet my goals and build some financial security. 

The host sites provided us with three meals a day. 

We had our own beds. Each congregation welcomed 

us and made us feel safe, secure and at home. I no 
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A life saved times three 
Thanks to Family Promise, we are able to say ‘we are no longer homeless’ 

By a former Family Promise of Hawaii guest 
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THOUGHTS 
Mary Saunders, executive director 

Making tough changes 
At my daughter’s college graduation last weekend, the keynote speaker reminded the gradu-

ates that there were many people who helped them get to this point in their lives: parents, family, 

faculty, friends, etc. He reminded the graduates not to take for granted the many supporters they 

have had along the way. 

I am fortunate to have a job where nothing is taken for granted, not even the basic necessities 

of life such as shelter and food. 

Every day I see working families committed to making tough changes in order to get off the 

streets and into housing. It isn’t easy for families to come into our program with all its rules and 

regulations, to sleep in a different facility every seven days and to be in such close proximity to 

other program guests day in and day out. I give them a lot of credit for taking the first steps to-

ward a better future and accepting the help they so desperately need. 

Not everyone wants to be reminded that it might have been their choices that led them to 

their current situation, but the only way to move forward is to acknowledge that the way you had 

been doing things was not working. Our families leave us better prepared to face their futures 

with a better understanding of what is required of them to stay housed. 

I applaud our parents for being willing to come into a program that requires them to re-

examine how they handle financial responsibility. It is my hope that the children who have 

passed through our centers will one day attend their own college graduation ceremonies knowing 

that their futures are indeed bright. 

STORIES 
Christy MacPherson, program manager 

A landlord with compassion 
After saving enough money to get a place of their own, Crystal and Freeman spent hours 

online searching for affordable rentals. They talked with several landlords before meeting Wil-

lieDean and Mary Ann Ige. Crystal mentioned that she was interested in a place in Liliha and that 

the landlords were “very nice.” 

Later, Mary Ann called me to be a reference for this family. We started chatting and I thought 

she was probably the sweetest landlord I had ever talked to. After Crystal and Freeman’s family 

had moved in, I asked Mary Ann why she decided to rent 

their place to them. She replied, “Both my husband and I 

really like them. They were very down-to-earth and at-

tentive, honest and forthright. They’re a young family 

and I feel that every family, young or old, needs a 

chance.” 

Their Liliha rental is the home Mary Ann grew up in. 

“That’s our family home and there are a lot of good 

memories there. I feel they could create those same 

kinds of memories. When Crystal mentioned how she 

and her husband could cook in the kitchen, it reminded 

me of my family because my Mom and Dad liked to cook.” 

Like many landlords, WillieDean and Mary Ann had reservations. 

“We were concerned about receiving the rent on time and how the family would take care of 

the property. However, we have had no problems with them since they moved in. They pay their 
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rent on time and are very conscientious about detail. I feel really good because this is a beginning 

for them and it’s a place they can call home. We wanted to give them a little assistance that we 

call hope, faith and trust.” 

This is the kind of story I live for as a program manager of Family Promise — having a family 

get accepted for a rental by a local landlord. Thank you, WillieDean and Mary Ann, for seeing the 

same great things about our family that we do. 

VOLUNTEERS 
Billy Henson, Wesley United Methodist Church 

You will be forever changed 
Wesley United Methodist Church was first introduced to Family Promise about five years ago. 

Due to major renovations of our social hall and meeting room, we had to delay our participation 

in the program. That finally happened last November. 

Our coordinators, Stephen and Mieko Wada, met with our volunteers, set the schedules and 

briefed us on the policies and procedures. We were ready to go. None of us really knew what to 

expect when we started with Family Promise. 

That first week was so exciting. We met the most amazing families. Everyone is so hard work-

ing and their dedication to their children is inspiring. It can’t be easy moving every week and try-

ing to keep some kind of normalcy for your family, but they do it with smiles on their faces. 

By the end of the week it felt like we had known them for years. We just completed our third 

hosting and it is still as heartwarming as the first. 

I went into Family Promise thinking that I was going to be doing something special for some-

one else, but in the end these families did something special for me. They showed me the true 

meaning of family. The sacrifices these families make to stay together are remarkable. The en-

couragement and unselfish support they show the other families in the program is truly inspiring. 

I would encourage everyone to get involved in any way they can. It doesn’t take much to make 

a difference in the lives of these families and you will be forever changed by the imprint they will 

make on your heart. 

longer worried about my kids being hungry and cramped in our truck, and for our safety. 

I also appreciated the company of the other families. Our children played together and we 

could relate to each other. Our shared situation gave us resilience and helped us with our transi-

tion. My mind and soul were at ease. The safety of my children, their next meals and their com-

fort were no longer weighing on my mind. 

Family Promise also encouraged me to find one full-time job to replace my two part-time 

jobs. I made it a goal and in March I reached that goal. I am now making more money and sav-

ing more. Best of all, it has given me more time with my children. Family Promise also helped 

me by calling landlords and setting up viewings of apartments that accepted Rent-to-Work sub-

sidies. I found housing and received rental deposit assistance through a Family Promise grant 

from OHA. It was a blessing to have such a strong support network throughout this process. 

From beginning to end, in my participation in the Family Promise program, I have been 

supported emotionally and financially. My children and I will be moving into our apartment 

tomorrow and we will have a place to call home. We thank Family Promise for all they have 

done for us. It has been a life saved times three. 

My children and I are grateful and send our thanks to the entire Family Promise staff as well 

as all of the congregations and their volunteers. Without your help and support we would not be 

able to say that we have a home now and are no longer homeless. 
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Last year we raised more than $5,000 that went directly to assisting families that were 

experiencing homelessness here in Hawaii.  Help us make this year even more successful! 

You can help to make a difference right here in your community.  

For more information on the Fun Run or to help volunteer, please go to the 

Family Promise of Hawaii website or contact our office at 548 -7478 .  Be part of the 

solution in a fun and healthy way.  We will also have activities for the kids after the race. 

Family Promise of Hawaiói 

5K Fun Run  
7 a.m., Saturday, August 23, 2014  

Kailua Recreational Center  

READY, SET, GO! Please join us for our 2nd 

Annual Family Promise 5K Fun/Walk Run to ben-

efit homeless families in Oahu! 
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